
Mountain Brook art association
Est. 1981

mbaa news      January 2017

A Note From Our President
Happy 2017!  I am honored to 

be president of the MBAA for 
2017.  Glad our election was a 
little less dramatic and eventful 
than our country’s election.
     I agreed to be president 
because of how much this 
organization has meant to me.  
I remember going to my first 
meeting ten years ago and feeling 
nervous walking into the room.  
Sweet Gayle Hurley quickly made 
me feel welcome.  Let’s all try 
and speak to a new person at 
each meeting.  Our organization 
has gotten very large, so there 

will be no shortage of new faces.

I am so thankful for the friends 
I have made through this group 
and look forward to making many 
more.  Here is to a creative and 
happy 2017! 

Carol Carmichael

“Promoting interest in art across the community
and encouraging the professional development of area artists”

JANUARY
 Night Meering - Wednesday, January 25th , 6-8 PM 
 Day Meeting - Thursday, January 26th, 10AM-12:30 PM 

MARCH
 Night Meeting - Tuesday, March 7th, 6-8 PM 
 Day Meeting - Thursday, March 16th,10AM-12:30 PM 

MAY
 Day Meeting - Thursday, May 11th, 10AM-12:30 PM
 No night meeting in May

All meetings will be at Emmet O’Neal Library, Crestline Village
50 Oak Street, Mountain Brook, AL  35213

upcoming meetings           Vp programs, portia Williams
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upcoming meeting Demos

Andrew Britt Jordan (Andy Jordan) will be our demonstration artist for 
our evening meeting on January 25.  He will demonstrate using painting 

sticks. Many of us know Andy from our interactions with him at Alabama Art 
Supply, or from attending 
his drawing classes at Space 
111. If you don’t know Andy, 
this will be a great time to 
enjoy watching this talented 
artist at work!

     Andy was born in 
Birmingham, AL in 1980. He 
was awarded the Glenda 
Knight Keyes Prize for 
Outstanding Talent in 2011 
and was Salutatorian of 
the 2013 class at Savannah 

College of Art and Design in Atlanta with a BFA in Painting. 
Back in Birmingham, he is continuing his explorations in 
painting, drawing and public art.

Ahmad Austin will demo at our Jan. 26th day meeting.
     Internationally recognized artist Ahmad Austin believes that good art is like good music: it makes you 

feel something. Marked by bold colors, movement, and loose strokes, his paintings are sure to do just that. 
Built upon years of formal training, Austin’s personal 
style emerged when he picked up a palette knife and 
discovered a new artistic freedom that captured more 
emotion and energy than he ever experienced while 
painting with a brush. You’ll often find Austin painting 
to the sound of jazz legends like John Coltrane, creating 
pieces that capture the essence of jazz. “When I’m 

painting, it’s as if 
time doesn’t exist,” 
he said. Unwinding 
as he creates, 
Austin’s personality 
and his style are 
both relaxed. 
Yet, he uses quick 
strokes and scratching techniques that convey a certain energy that 
comes off the canvas. “I’m very easy going—maybe a little too much,” 
Austin said. “I think some of the emotions I hold back come out in my 
paintings.”
     Austin’s work has been showcased worldwide from Italy to Ireland, 
and he is well respected in his home community of Birmingham, 
Alabama, where his pieces hang in galleries all over town. When he 
isn’t creating exquisite, award-winning pieces of his own, Austin stays 
busy teaching others to do the same. By day, he teaches elementary 
school students techniques to express themselves artistically, and he 
also teaches numerous classes live and online through his Palette Knife 
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Academy which have been enjoyed nationally and internationally. A patient and encouraging teacher, Austin 
said his students inspire him with their creativity. Several of his students have developed their own style 
using the palette knife and have gone on to become professional artists as well. “There’s nothing more 
rewarding than that,” Austin said.  Whether he’s painting a series of his signature musicians or a landscape, 
Austin’s work is a lot like jazz music—filled with a calming sort of energy that keeps people coming back to 
it. He plans to keep “painting jazz” and inspiring others to do the same for years to come.

upcoming meeting Demos . . . cont’D

Our Holiday Show this year was amazing. You were amazing. With fewer exhibitors we sold more than ever 
before. And you looked so good! The mall management was so pleased they asked us to stay longer. Very 

tempting. 
     Once again, everyone stepped up to participate. The most amazing 
part of the process, to me as chairman, is that the work schedule 
of almost a month’s work is always filled so quickly. Members who 
weren’t even exhibiting volunteered shifts, sometimes several times. 
Even spouses helped. 
     We had great coverage across the metropolitan area. Most of the 
exhibitors’ fees go to publicity. We had paid ads in nine newspapers, 
plus free advertising of three long articles in feature newspapers, 
online feature articles, event calendars and a great television 
appearance with Jeh Jeh Pruitt of Fox 6. When Jeh Jeh visits, he runs 
several advertising spots as well as mini-interviews throughout the 
early morning. He is conscientious in highlighting our best interests 
and very talented in creating excitement. 
     Our charity, Hand in Paw, worked their end with several email 
blasts, Instagram posts, Instagram story posts, Facebook and Twitter.  
On opening night, we had nine therapy teams. They were a huge hit. 
Customers from the mall were obviously drawn to the action with the 
dogs. Other visits with the dogs happened throughout the show. Hand 

HoliDay sHoW      Janet sanDers, sHoW cHairman
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in Paw has been a great partner for us. 
     While our new location was smaller, the visibility couldn’t have 
been any better. This is a view from outside. Our artists painting 
nearly every night in the window was a great attraction to the 
restaurant customers 
across the lane. 

SPECIAL THANKS
We are so thankful 
for all your work 
but there are a few 
special thanks for 
those who did even 
more than the rest 
of us: as always, 
Sam Chiarella 
worked tirelessly 
for days setting up 
and taking down. 
Then he opened the store every morning, getting it all set up and the 

volunteers ready to work 
the desk. Don Estes every 
year brings a 10-foot ladder 
and his huge garden cart 
that we all use. Susan 
Beck & husband bought 
lumber and constructed 
three sturdy steps to 
access the raised display 
windows. They even made 
12 shelves for us to use 
in the Christmas room. 
Susan wasn’t even in the 
show! New member Susan 

Rhueby & husband made a huge haul of our supplies, filling both a van 
and a 
pickup 
truck, 
and 
driving it back to the club storage unit 
in Irondale.  Katherine Monroe, another 
non-exhibitor, volunteered to come in an 
emergency basis and filled in frequently. And 
to all the members who loaned their display 
screens…we could NOT even do the show 
without you!  THANK YOU.

HoliDay sHoW. . . cont’D

Above is Anita Bice painting in the right-side window. 
Melanie O’Keefe, below, with her giant mahlstick.

Above:   Adding to the festivities was Dee Falls 
who painted plein air, enjoying an early warm 
day before the cold set in.

Left:  Wasn’t it fun? Here Carol Carmichael discusses her 
still-ife setup with other artists.
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When our art is selling, we are on top of the world. What 
a rush that people pay us to do what we love. Getting to 

that point is the key. 
     Everything is a numbers game. Win or loose, rise or fall, it 
all depends on giving yourself the best odds for success. The 
best course for success is to rule out your failures. Don’t look 
at those failures as a defeat; rather, learn from them and make 
the changes necessary to avoid them. When I offer my services 
in consulting, I tell people that what they pay me is to avoid 
making the years of wrong turns I made. 
     You also have to decide what is most important. Painting 
to live or living to paint. I paint to live, but having done so has 
afforded me the time and money to live to paint. If you want 
to do art strictly for the sake of art, I am all for you! But if you 
want to be an artist and must sell your work to pay the bills, 
you need to adjust the below, to get to that point, as there are 
lots of factors that go into the success of selling art. Here are 
a few they may help you cut down on mistakes:

Subject Matter

What can I say? I paint sports because I love sports, but it is no coincidence that Alabama Football is king 
in Alabama. I have some great paintings of the beach or the mountains that I would love to sell, but that 
subject matter does not hit the heart of enough people. Remember, it is a numbers game. You want to 
appeal to as many people as possible to have the best chance of selling. I recently learned that having a dog 
or cat in some of my prints may effect my sales. My agents had me remove the dogs and cats because a dog 
lover may not buy an Alabama print with a cat in it. I couldn’t even keep the cat in the Auburn print which 
has a tiger as a mascot. Be aware that your subject matter has objects that are positive for as many people 
as possible.

Quality of the Work

I believe I was born with the innate gift of being an artist. Just ask my wife Erin... I am not good at folding 
clothes, cleaning the bathroom, or even taking out the trash. But, I know I can paint and always could 
without lessons. Not everyone has my gift, and yet many of you can out-paint me. Lessons and working 
hard is the best way I can think of to get the quality up. In the meantime, go to Lowes and ask for some 
paint chips that seem to sell the best and use those colors in your work. You can also Google “top ten most 
popular colors of 2017” to get an idea of what palette to use.
     
Price

Be reasonable. If you want your work to sell, then you need to sell it. Last week, I sold a 22x30 Florida 
print worth $250 for $40. It had been traveling to shows for three years and, compared to the newer Florida 
work, was outdated. When I think of how many times I lifted that print with my bad back, I cringe. Over the 
course of the three years someone could have bought it, hung it, enjoyed it, talked it up to their friends, 
and maybe bought something else. No, I had to hang on to it in the hopes that it would sell at $250. I didn’t 
want the value of my work to depreciate because I sold it for less. Let’s face it, art is a commodity and sells 

inspiration WitHout perspiration

 How to stay inspired witHout sweating tHe failures
               

By ricHard russell
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based on supply and demand. Anything sitting too long, 
collecting dust in your studio is not helping you. Better 
to sell it and do something new. You may be saying, 
“But it took me five years to paint that.” My response 
is if you love it that much, hang it on your own wall. 
Time is relative. What you have to do to get repeat 
business is sell and be prolific. If you paint a winner, 
make sure to photograph it so you can make and sell 
prints. That is easy to do today, and I know we have 
several club members that will make prints reasonable 
for you. By the way, my sales began to decrease about 
nine months ago. I recalled that same trend the last 
presidential election, so I lowered my show prices 
across the board and my sales exploded to better than 
before. Last week I did a show in Estero, FL, and put 
the prices back to what my website has them... and 

guess what? We did over $6,000 in sales in two days with several commissions not yet paid for. It was not as 
much of a risk to lower, then raise my prices as I thought. The times called for it.

Venue

This is a tough one. What works for me may not for you. The best way to know is to ask your fellow artists 
what works for them, but keep in mind what it is they are selling. I get information from Zapplications.org 
and art-linx.com for free. I also pay artfairsourcebook.com for more detailed information about shows. Most 
show managers know me by name because I make sure of it. That really helps when you are waitlisted. I 
get the feeling that they like squeaky wheels, because I have a very high acceptance rate when waitlisted. 
I let them know I want to be in their show. My calendar takes me to Florida in the winter, up north in the 
summer, and I try to stay within 300 miles in between. I like showing in Atlanta because there are lots of 
shows, the buyers are sophisticated, and it is close. I have a huge travel budget, but it is part of the process 
that sells thousands of pieces of art a year. It also builds on itself with repeat business. I go through at least 
10,000 business cards at these shows a year. It easily pays for itself when people order online starting in 
October.

Internet

I will tell you this. I hired a consultant to help me with internet marketing. My eyes were wide open, as 
I have been learning about Facebook and such. Internet marketing requires lots of time but is worth it, 
especially if you don’t want to travel. Go to my Facebook page at Richard Russell Studios. I have 2,000 new 
likes in the past three days because I worked on it. These are people online who now know my work. You 
can write me if you want to pay someone to get you going, but be ready to pay for it with time and money. 
     You can e-mail me free anytime with questions about anything I write at rrgallery@aol.com. I hope this 
helps. I always knew art was my path. I went bankrupt keeping it my path, and today I enjoy the benefits of 
staying with something that is in my blood. Do it part time or full time. Just do it!

inspiration WitHout perspiration . . . cont’D
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Anita Bice announces, “I will be giving a presentation to the 
National League of American Pen Women on Feb 2.  I will 

be talking about how I created book illustrations before the 
computer was an integral part of the creation process, and 
how ideas/photos can now be digitally illustrated quickly and 
inexpensively using the cell phone and a few simple aps.”

Nancy Christie is showing her beautiful works of watercolor 
and mixed media at Hoover City Hall during the months of 

January and February 2017.

The amazing work of Amy Collins will be featured at the “Go 
Figure” reception at the Grand Bohemian Gallery, 2655 Lane 

Park Rd, Mountain Brook, Al 35223, on Thursday, January 26, 
5PM - 7PM.

In our last newsletter, we announced that Vicki 
Denaburg was awarded the Artsclamation 2016 

inaugural Founders’ Award.  We’re so pleased to 
announce that another MBAA member, Amy Crews, 
was selected as the Featured Artist for the show! A 
Featured Piece, created by that artist, is donated 
to Peninsula, used in promotional materials for the 
event, and auctioned to the highest bidder at the 
Preview Party.
     More than 30 artists, including painters, 
photographers, jewelers, fiber artists, woodworkers and sculptors participate in each year’s show. A 
percentage of each artist’s sales is donated to Peninsula.  
     Amy Crews’ unique featured painting was auctioned at the Artsclamation! preview party on November 
4. Titled “The Tennessee Nest,” the painting is Crews’ tribute to Tennessee, featuring Mockingbird eggs and 
a Zebra Swallowtail Butterfly, both state symbols. The placement and number of eggs is a nod to the three 

stars of the state flag, representing the three grand 
divisions of the state. A limited number of museum-
quality posters of “The Tennessee Nest” will also be 
available for purchase at the event.
     Amy’s award winning work has been featured 
in numerous publications, exhibits, and in notable 
corporate and private art collections. Recently, she 
was recognized as an “Emerging Artist” in Art Galleries 
and Artists of the South magazine and had her work 
installed as part of the permanent collection in the 
Alabama governor’s mansion. She also achieved a 
personal dream of hers…presenting a custom piece to 
Bono of U2.
     Originally from Atlanta, Amy Crews now resides 
in Birmingham with her husband Matt and their two 
children. She is represented by Bennett Gallery in 

member neWs



member neWs . . . cont’D
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Nashville and the Grand Bohemian Art Gallery in Birmingham. 
For more information about Amy and her work, please visit 
www.amycrewsgallery.com.

In November, Martha Fulghum won second place in the 
Gulf Coast Arts Alliance/APAA Quickdraw with her painting, 

“Almost There!”. This was a two-hour painting competition 
and the painting is of the Gulf Shores Pkwy. Intercoastal 
Waterway.  Dee Falls was awarded an honorable mention for 
her painting of the Big Beach Brewery which was immediately 
purchased by a local resident!

Diane Hathcock will be exhibiting at the Riverchase 
Loves Artists show on Saturday February 4 from 10 to 4 

at the Riverchase Country Club, 2000 Club Road in Hoover. 
Diane’s work can also be found in the Four Seasons Gallery 

in Homewood as well as the Grand 
Bohemian in Mountain Brook.

Diane Hathcock and Mara Jambor 
will hold a joint exhibition at 

the Joy Gallery in the Homewood 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
513 Columbiana Road, during the 
month of February.  The opening 
reception will be held on Sunday, 
February 5, from 1:00-3:00pm.  Art 
will be on display from February 5 - 
Mar 5.

Toby Klein reports, “I am happy 
to know that there is someone 

else in the Birmingham Area that is a 

Member of the National Association of Women’s Artists!  I have 
been a member since 1999 and have exhibited in a number of 
their exhibitions, winning the “Medal of Honor” one year for 
“Works on Paper.”  I also exhibited in their National Show in 
2016.  This is a great organization giving the opportunity to 
exhibit in the New York area.  You must be juried in to become 
a member.
     Out of 69 artists and out of 259 entries, “Colorful 
Enchantment” was juried into the International Society of 
Acrylic Painters First Online All Members Exhibition, where I am 
a Signature Member.  Paul Jackson was the Juror.

      In the International Society of Experimental Artists, of which 
I have been a signature member for a number of years, I have 
now achieved “Nautilus Fellow” (ISEA-NF) status for exhibiting 



member neWs . . . cont’D
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in six International Exhibitions.  I am also the Alabama Liaison, so if you are an Experimental Artist and 
are interested in the ISEA, please contact me at toby@tobykleinart.com.  I will be happy to send you a 
brochure.”

Carolyn McDonald has been invited back to the Lipscomb Academy Art Event February 3-5, 2017.

Rick Plasters reports, “I was one of 12 featured artists this past 
Friday the 13th at the Artists Incorporated Gallery.  I sold several 

pieces, obtained several verbal commissions and received a few 
verbal commitments to sign up for my Scratchboard workshop March 
4, 2017. more info here: www.rickplasters.com”

Congratulations to 
Diane Hathcock and 

Kay Vinson who each had 
three pieces accepted 
into an international art 
competition at the Lessedra 
Gallery in Sofia, Bulgaria, 
in November.  The show 
featured 177 artists from 
43 countries. And extra 
kudos to Kay who won third 
place in the competition 
and had all three of her 
pieces purchased by the 

show!  http://www.lessedra.com/mixed_media_conditions.
php?d=Conditions&l=en

Portia Williams will hold a solo exhibition of 
her recent works at Rojo, 2921 Highland Ave. 

S. on Thursday, February 2 at 6 PM-10 PM.
     Bold. Expressive. Transformational.  Portia 
says, “I am a mixed media artist with a passion 
for creative connection and fearless innovation. 
My eclectic tastes are mostly influenced by my 
life in New Orleans and a general joie de vivre. I 
love to experiment with bold color, texture and 

design, at times fusing a mixture of 
paint, found objects and personal 
pieces into my work. Art is the 
process of revelation, and it is my 
wonderful challenge to channel 
and interpret the unimagined and 
unspoken into the realm of the 
perceived – to express beyond what 
the written or spoken word can 
convey.”



Amy Peterson has brought the following donation opportunity to our attention:
First Light, Birmingham’s only emergency shelter accessible to homeless women and their children 24 

hours a day, is holding its biggest fundraising event on May 6, 2017.  Amy says, “We are asking local artists 
to paint a small 8”x 
8” piece to be made 
available at the gala 
for $100.  We’re 
calling the project 
Art Squared.  We will 
provide the canvas.  
We ask you to provide 
the talent.  Each 
painting will be signed 
on the back so the art 
will speak for itself, 
and no one will know 
who painted it until it 
touches their hearts 
and becomes theirs.  
All proceeds will 
benefit the homeless 
women and children 
we serve.
     Please let us know 
you will be part of 
Art Squared by filling 
in the attached 
form and e-mailing 
it to Barbara Saurer 
at barbarasaurer@
bellsouth.net or simply 
contact Barbara if you 
have any questions. If 
creating a new work 
is not an option for 
you, perhaps you have 
an existing work of 
art you’d consider 
donating. People like 
you make First Light 
shine!  A lot is asked 
of us as artists and 
volunteers in our 
communities! Thank 
you for considering this 
opportunity to give.”
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upcoming opportunitites

Please use the form on the following page to donate a painting.
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upcoming opportunitites . . . cont’D
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upcoming opportunitites . . . cont’D

For Sale:  Ellen Justice - Stay Wet palette (Masterson - yellow top) and a pack of stay wet pads.  $30 for both.  I will 
be at the Wednesday night meeting on January 25th, or members can contact me at justicetom51@gmail.com.”

Studio Needed:  Visual artist Anthony Best is interested in renting a studio space in Mountain Brook. Contact him 
at 205-224-3847  Email: anthonybestms@yahoo.com.”

For Sale:  Anita Bice - Art-O-Graph for sale, DB400.  Excellent condition, originally $400. Selling for $75.” anita.bice@
charter.net.

For Sale:  Richard Russell - Practically new trailer for sale, 5x10 feet. Has been stored inside. Paid $3,000; only used 
three times. Will take $2,200.”  rrgallery@aol.com, 205-637-0538, www.RichardRussellStudios.com.

classifieDs

Plein Air immersion with AcclAimed instructor dAwn whitelAw
March 26-29

The Lodge at Cocktail Slough, Lake Martin
Presented by Beverly McNeil Gallery and Portraits, Inc.
Cost:  $750 Single Occupancy/$625 per person Double 
Occupancy (limited number available)
*Cost includes workshop, lodging, Sunday night dinner, and 
Tuesday & Wednesday lunch)
A deposit of $200 is required to secure a spot; final payment 
due by Friday, March 17.
Send payments to:  Beverly McNeil Gallery (Attn:       
     Workshops)
605 28th Street South, Birmingham, AL  35233
205-328-1761

Dawn Whitelaw maintains a studio in Franklin, TN, and is on the faculty of the Peninsula School of Art and Portrait 
Society of America, where she holds the office of Vice Chairman.  She was a featured instructor for the National Plein 
Air conventions in Nevada and California.  She teaches throughout the country by conducting workshops in oil painting 
principles.  During 2015 and 2016 she received six awards in national Plein Air events.  In 2012 and 2013, Plein Air 
Magazine featured her work.  Whitelaw has a painting in the permanent collection of the Rahr-West Art Museum.  In 
2016 she served as a judge for the Plein Air Cedarburg Event, the Southern Appalachian Artist Guild, the 25th Annual 
Scholastic Art Competition for Cheekwood, and the International Portrait Competition for the Portrait Society of 
America.  Last year she was elected to Master status in the American Impressionist Society and won the Fine Art 
Connoisseur Award of excellence in the 2016 National AIS Juried Exhibition.
For more information or to register, contact workshops@portraitsinc.net.

sPontAneity in your Art with lindA ellen Price

 . . . An oil PAinting workshoP

February 18, 10am-4pm
$125 per person
Alabama Art Supply

Join Linda Ellen Price for a fun workshop to take your art Out of the Box.  
Learn to add loose figures and excitingi touches that add punch to your 
artwork!  She will also cover color theory and how to paint clouds, trees 
and skies in your landscapes.  You may also bring in a painting for Linda 
Ellen to critique.  
Call 205-322-4741 to register and for a supply list.
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Carol Carmichael will offer a two-day workshop in her beautiful 
Vestavia Hills studio on Friday and Saturday, January 27th 
& 28th.  The workshop will run from 9:30-4:00 for a cost of 
$260. Lunch is included. Day One will focus on capturing the 

essence of  animals with 
interesting composition, color, 
brushwork and light.  Carol will 
do a demonstration of how she 
approaches her paintings of 
animals.  Participants will do 
two or three studies of animals 
of their choice, or they can use 
the image Carol painted for the 
demo. Day Two will focus on still 
life. Participants will paint from 
live set ups and do several studies 
working to capture the subject 
with great light, color, and bold 
brushwork.  Contact Carol at 

carolcarmike@att.net to register or to obtain more information.

“Wonderful Watercolors” - February 6th & 7th, 10 am-4 pm
Michael Davis is offering a 2-day Watercolor Workshop at the Gulf 
Coast Arts Alliance in beautiful Gulf Shores, Alabama. Sign up now 
at www.GulfCoastArtsAlliance.com. Click on Adult Classes or call
(251) 948-2627.

Dynamic Images on Black Tar Paper with Tom Findlay
Jan. 21, 2017
Learn to paint on tar paper. This beautiful, thick black paper 
makes a beautiful canvas, giving the art a dynamic and iconic 
flare. This 5 hour class is for everyone, from beginners to 
intermediate painters. The images will already be drawn on the 
paper, so no drawing is required. Of course, if you would like to 
draw your own image, blank paper will be available. Moreover, 
just bring a good variety of acrylic paints and brushes. You can buy 

them 
at Alabama Art that morning prior to the class. 
Also, bring a snack and/or a lunch and drink. 
The price is $100, which includes the tar paper. 
Saturday, Jan. 21, from 10 am until 3 pm. Sign 
up today because there are only 10 spaces 
available.
Date/Time: Saturday, January 21. 10 am until 
3 pm. Bring a sack lunch. 
Price: $100, which includes the tar paper with 
a selection of images from which to choose.
Reserve your space today by calling Alabama 
Art Supply @ 205-322-4741.

WorksHops by members
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WorksHops by members . . . cont’D

Intro to Abstract with Diane Hathcock
Ever wanted to create an abstract painting but don’t know 
where to start? Join local artist, Diane Hathcock, for this 
introduction to abstract. Be prepared to paint with a more 
expressive, spontaneous, and intuitive approach as Diane 
takes you through the process of creating a successful painting 
from start to finish. You will learn the importance of color and 
composition, as well as the use of acrylic mediums to create 
interesting textures. Though primarily an acrylic workshop, you 
will also experiment with elements of mixed media for added 
visual impact. Open to all skill levels.
Forstall Art Center, Saturday, March 25. $95, supplies needed, 
lunch provided!

Ron Lewis is offering 
“Realism Into Abstract” 
on Saturday, Jan. 28th 

from 10-4 at Alabama Art Supply. Ron will show you how to turn a 
realistic photo or painting into an abstract painting.  You can make 
10 paintings out of 1 photo. Supplies needed:  3 canvases (11x14 - 
20x24), your paint brushes & acrylic paints.  Lunch is included and the 
cost is $100.  Call Alabama Art Supply to register:  205-322-4741.

Melanie Morris will offer a two day acrylic painting workshop entitled 
“Landscapes - It’s All About Color” on Friday, March 3 - Saturday, 
March 4, from 10AM to 4PM at Alabama Art Supply for $300.
     Color can be confusing - figuring out how to mix a color or deciding 
what color goes where.  Melanie will walk students step by step 
through how to mix colors with various exercises from mixing colorful 
grays to a gazillion greens.  She will paint several demos throughout 
the workshop showing the class how she approaches a landscape 
painting from conception to deciding when a painting is finished.  
There will also be plenty of time for the class to paint from their own 
landscape photos with Melanie providing individual instruction.
If you want to learn how to use color in your landscapes or you are 

just tired of buying all those tubes 
of paint and “tubing it” then this 
is the class for you.  This class is 
appropriate for all levels--from 
beginner to advanced.  Lunch 
for both days is included.  Call 
Alabama Art Supply to register:  
205-322-4741. Please go to www.
MelanieMorrisArt.com/classes for 
supply lists.



Join David Nichols for “How to 
Express Yourself with Palette 
Knives” on April 7-8 (10am-
4pm) at the new Forstall Art 
Center (lunch provided) $225.  
This workshop will focus on 
how to see and paint your 
subject in your own unique way. 
Demonstrations and exercises 
will explain how to capture the 
essence of any subject with 
palette knives. Demos will be in 
oil but you may paint with acrylic 
if you wish. This will be a fun and 
informative workshop!

Scratchboard Art with Rick Plasters - Join Rick at Alabama Art 
Supply for a Scratchboard Art Workshop on Saturday, March 4, 
2017, from 10:00 am-4:00 pm. Class fee of $100 is required to 

hold your spot. Call Alabama Art 
Supply to register at 205-322-
4741. Scratchboard Art is a form of 
direct etching using a sharp, pointed 
tool to scratch out an image.  This 
6 hour class is for everyone, even 
beginner to intermediate level artists, 
who want to learn a new medium.  
Bring a 5” x 7” scratchboard to the 
workshop.  If you cannot purchase 
before, this can be purchased the 
day of the workshop at Alabama 
Art Supply.  We will learn various 
techniques, and we will cover tools, 

reference selections, techniques in both black and white and color, 
how to mix inks, and create a variety of textures... all to achieve a final scratchboard rendering that you 
can take home with you.  For any questions you may have prior to the workshop, email Rick at
support@rickplasters.com.

 January 2017                                                   Page 15                 

WorksHops by members . . . cont’D

Artist Quotes
“Art washes away from the soul the dust of everyday life.” - Pablo Picasso

“I am seeking.  I am striving.  I am in it with all my heart.” - Vincent van Gogh

“If I could say it in words there would be no reason to paint.” - Edward Hopper

“Creativity takes courage.” - Henri Matisse



Fill your week with art! (In Alphabetical Order by artist)

BETH BRADLEY’S ACRYLIC MYSTERIES: SURPRISE 
YOURSELF WITH COLOR & TEXTURE
Thursdays, 10:30am-1pm, $135/4 weeks
Mondays, 5:30-8pm, $125/4 weeks
Forstall Art Center.  To register, call 205-870-0480.
Learn fresh and daring ways to free up your painting 
style and release your inner artist. Working with 
acrylic on canvas, you will incorporate elements like 
texture mediums and other ephemera to make lively 
and compelling paintings. Discover that inspired, 
lyrical painter you’ve always dreamed of being. Beth 
will take 
you every 
step of the 

way through creating an evocative piece of art from your heart.   
https://www.facebook.com/beth.bradley.186?fref=ts

AMY COLLINS
Amy Collins is an award-winning painter and illustrator. She has 
taught classes and workshops in oil, acrylic, and watercolor.  
Amy’s professional work experience as a medical illustrator has 
influenced her painting style, best described as contemporary 
realism.  
     Expressive Painting Classes at Artists on the Bluff in Hoover, 
Tuesday mornings 9:30-12:30 ($120/month - 4 sessions), Tuesday 
afternoons 1:30-4:30 ($120/month - 4 sessions). These classes 
are designed for all levels and will help you improve your skills 
while challenging you to become a better painter.  Working from 
still lifes, photographs and models, we will cover the basics 

such as color, 
composition 
and form.  The class will combine demonstrations with 
individual instruction to help you discover your own style 
while enjoying the process of painting. 205-532-1016/www.
amypcollins.com.

TROY CRISSWELL
Troy Crisswell’s Open Painting Class
Mondays: 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
Alabama Art Supply -
Any medium  
$30 per class
To register, contact Troy at 215-0837.

ongoing classes by members
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MONDAYS WITH DIANE, Forstall Art Center Mondays, 9:30am-
12:30pm.
Looking for a community of artists to work with? Monday Morning 
Painting Group is a fun, relaxing environment to share with fellow 
artists while pursuing your creative goals. The general style tends 
toward impressionism, landscapes and abstracts. This is primarily 
an oil painting group, but acrylic painters are welcome. Led by 
Diane Hathcock, this group is non-instructional with a monthly 
painting demonstration which costs $50. For further information, 
call Diane at 205-531-2366 or go to MONDAYS WITH DIANE, Forstall 
Art Center

RON LEWIS
Ron Lewis is listed 
in Who’s Who in 
American Art and is 

a signature member of the prestigious American Watercolor 
Society. Ron teaches classes in watercolor, acrylic, oil and alkyd 
for Mtn Brook Community Education in Crestline on Wednesdays 
9 -11:30 in 6 week sessions for $85. Paint-a-longs with Ron 
or work on your own with individual critiques. Contact Ron 

at ronbeckylewis@
aol.com or at 
ronaldlewisart.
blogspot.com.

“REALISTIC LANDSCAPES” Weekly Painting Class with 
MELANIE O’KEEFE 
Wednesday, 2-4:30pm, 
Alabama Art Supply.  
$35 per class.  Email 
melanieokart@gmail.com 
or phone 205-602-4850 for 
more information.

 

ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES IN MIXED MEDIA 
WITH LISA O.  
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 8:30pm. $125 for 
4 weeks, Forstall Art Center
Lisa will teach you how to layer acrylic 
colors using brushes, palette knives 
and other tools, as well as how to use 
the many acrylic mediums available 
today to achieve dazzling effects and 
finishes in your paintings. From creating 
various textures to color selection to 

ongoing classes by members . . . cont’D
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incorporating found objects into your work, Lisa will help you uncover the endless creative possibilities 
awaiting any artist who wants to go beyond the brush and palette!  www.lisaoartist.com

CONTEMPORARY OIL PAINTING REALISM WITH TERRY STRICKLAND
Tuesdays 9:30 - 12:30 or 1:30 - 4:30, $200 for 6 weeks. Forstall Art Center
Terry Strickland’s highly realistic portraits in oil represent a refined 
beauty acquired through years of work and dedication to her art. Her 
skillful delicacy with a brush is brought to life for her students through 
thoughtful, incisive instruction.
     Convincing illusions in oil paint are only a class away! Award-
winning artist Terry Strickland leads you through this “back to basics” 
class, designed for all skill levels and 
appropriate for every student desiring 
to paint in a realistic manner. Working 
from still life, live models, and photo-
graphs, you will explore color theory 
and paint mixing while learning the 
tried & true skills necessary to render 
three-dimensional forms and capture 
light with oil paint.
     Terry’s award-winning work has 
been shown extensively at galleries 
and museums in solo, group, and juried 
shows throughout the United States. 
It has received recognition from, ap-
peared in or been written about by: 
The Huffington Post, The Artist’s Magazine, Drawing Magazine, American Art Collector, The Art Renewal 
Center, The Portrait Society of America, International Artist Magazine, Huntsville Museum of Art, the Mobile 
Museum of Art and others. She has taught painting at Forstall for five years. Previously she taught privately, 
at Space One Eleven, Birmingham Museum of Art and Brevard Community College in Florida.  Contact Terry 
at 205 529-9859 for info or to register.

X’S 8 LIVE FIGURE MODEL DRAWING , Forstall Art Center
This figure drawing group is open to all serious artists from beginner to advanced. The first Tuesday of 
each month is costume night and the model is clothed. The remaining Tuesdays of each month the 
models are nude and will rotate between male and female. Everyone is welcome to come to the costume 
night, but no one under the age of 18 may attend on the evenings that the models are nude.  Non-
instructional. Tuesdays, 6pm–8:00pm, $8 per class.
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membersHip                     Vp Membership, Katie Adams

We are so pleased to welcome the following new members:
 Heather Brock G.G. Burns   Sheila Cruz  Allison Durkee 
 Nicole Gaston Deb Hudson  Carole Kelley Becky Laurent 
 Diane Masters Dan McDaniel Paul Sharbel  Sally St. Germain
 Dee Witsiepe

Please note that the newest MBAA  photo directory has been posted to our web site in the password 
protected tab under “Members Only.” [ Password: 2016member ]  Please do not share this with non-
members.

membershiP renewAl
Yes, it’s that time of year again. 

Only $40 gets you tons of news, demos, mentoring and lots of artistic friends.
 You must pay this month or incur a late fee and removal from the database.  

You can bring your check to the next two meetings
or go directly to our website and pay with your credit card.

Make sure you let us know that you have paid that way. 

You can mail your check to
MBAA, Membership, P.O. Box 531194, Birmingham AL 35253
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